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From the Executive Director
 

 

Increasing Racial Equity
We at Homeword deeply value commitment to building community. Our approach to our work has
always been about inclusion and equity for all. Homeword is a safe place where anybody can come to
be empowered without fear of discrimination.
 
Montana lacks racial diversity, but that doesn’t mean racism doesn’t exist. The inequities realized every
day – through generations – by Black, Indigenous and People of Color is something most of us can’t
relate to.
 
Homeword will continue to be a safe place where people from all walks of life are embraced and
uplifted. Stand in strength with us alongside those who endure the injustices of racism. We will continue
to listen and look for opportunities to come alongside people in the challenges they face. 
 
Our motto is Sustainable Communities for All and we know we can do better. We will do better by
taking time to listen and learn, then applying our knowledge to increase racial equity. Together, we’ll
work towards a more just and equitable future. It starts at home, it starts here.
 

Empowering Montanans During COVID-19
Many things have changed since our last newsletter in February. What hasn’t changed is our
dedication to empowering Montanans from all walks of life – and to being innovative in the face of
unforeseen challenges in order to do so.
 
We started working remotely on March 17. We took swift action with the best information we had and,
because of our dedicated staff, Board, volunteers and supporters, we remained strong and responsive
to the needs of Montanans.
 
In this newsletter we’re sharing with you how construction of new rental homes Montanans can afford
has continued and how we adjusted our education content and reach to help Montanans be as
financially resilient as possible.
 
It’s also important for us to provide a voice at the state level and advocate for people to keep their
homes. We’re pleased the Montana Coronavirus Relief Fund includes an Emergency Housing
Assistance Program to help people pay their rent or mortgage due to substantial loss of income as a
result of COVID-19. Learn more and apply here. There are funds remaining so please share with those
you know!
 
This pandemic has underscored the critical need for everyone to have a safe and healthy home. The
economic impacts have disproportionately affected people living on lower wages. This crisis stands to
further the wealth gap and inequity in our country. This rising inequality is jeopardizing the value of
equality of opportunity we hold dear as Americans. Lack of opportunity undermines the strength of our
communities. In our membership role with the Montana Housing Coalition, Homeword continues to
advocate at the state level for Montana policies that create and preserve homes people can afford to
ensure our workers, seniors and Veterans have a place to raise their children and prosper. 
 
We’ve seen many impacts already from COVID-19 and know there are more to come. Fortunately,
Homeword remains strong in the face of the economic challenges we know of and those we anticipate.
Our Board of Directors and Leadership team have guided the organization strategically over the past
several years in ways that have put us in a position of strength during this time. Still, every dollar
matters and will continue to as we move forward. Our funding comes from a variety of sources and
every one of them is important to our success. Thanks to our devoted funding partners, sponsors and
donors, we are confident in the knowledge that our organizational finances are stable and are
channeling the bulk of our energy into doing our work – empowering Montanans from all walks of life
through our programs and homes they can afford. We are grateful for your support that continues to
make that possible. Thank you!
 

Physical Distancing Protocols
We were fortunate to be able to work from home starting March 17. Homeword staff are now
transitioning back to the office! We are taking precautions and following CDC and local health
department guidelines.
 
Because we can offer our amazing homebuyer, renter and financial classes and counseling online and
by phone, our office is not open to the public until further notice. This measure helps with social
distancing and helps us all stay healthy.
 
Last week we held a hybrid in-person and webcast Homebuyer Education class because we had
overwhelming requests for our in-person class. We were happy to accommodate that, safely. Our
Financial Skill Building class has already successfully been shifted to an online format.
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we all work to find a new balance! Stay tuned for
more information about our classes at homeword.org.

Online Classes and Counseling

We’re happy to share that we’ve shifted our core programs and counseling to an online format as well
as adjusted our Financial Skill Building program to support people who are experiencing COVID-19
related loss or reduction of income.
 
We recognize that many Montanans need increased debt management skills to become financially
resilient in these challenging times. We created a webpage for resource sharing and updated some of
our existing tools to meet the debt-focused needs of Montanans. Those tools are now available online
for easy access.
 
We also created a series of videos called Financial Resilience Fridays for real-time training and
responsiveness to financial challenges created by COVID-19. They are available on our YouTube and
Vimeo channels, so folks can access them as needed. Topics include how to communicate with your
landlord or other debtors if you can’t pay your bills on time due to COVID-19 (over 1,200 people
engaged with this video), when and if to use a debt management company and deciding whether to
invest during this time.
 
The quick deployment of our debt-focused Financial Resilience Program has allowed us to pivot to
empowering even more Montanans with these longer-term impacts. We have also made information
about mortgage forbearance and post-purchase housing counseling available to support homeowners
who may be experiencing distress in their ability to make their mortgage due to loss of income or renter
loss of income. We plan to prepare for more in-depth foreclosure prevention counseling in order to
support homebuyers who cannot recover and are facing foreclosure.
 
Thank you to everyone who’s made it possible for us to further empower Montanans in these ways now
and in the future!
 
Check out our Financial Resilience Resources.

Rental Homes We're Building for Montanans

Alpenglow Apartments (pictured) - 38 new homes Whitefish residents can afford 
Bluebunch Flats - 37 new homes Livingston residents can afford 
Starner Gardens - 136 new homes Billings seniors can afford 

Missoula Trinity Apartments

On May 6 we hosted a Zoom meeting for the neighbors of the Cooley block on Missoula’s West side
where we will build 72 nicely designed apartments that people can afford. These apartment homes are
being financed along with the 130 to be built on a parcel on Mullan Road.
 
The full project is named Trinity Apartments. However, we plan to give the development on the Cooley
site its own name; one that acknowledges elements of the neighborhood, so we have asked
surrounding neighbors for their ideas.
 
This neighborhood meeting was a follow-up from the initial gathering we had in November. It allowed
our staff and architects, Intrinsik Architecture, to show schematic site plans and ask for feedback from
neighbors on site layout and building finishes.
 
Neighbors gave their opinions and ideas about things such as building orientation, open or solid railings
for porches, siding type (metal, wood, color, texture), landscaping preferences such as shade trees and
seasonal color variation and preferences for common areas such as outdoor seating and gathering
areas as well as a tot lot for kids ages 2 -5.
 
Design is underway and the project is slated to begin construction in spring of 2021. Stay tuned for
updates as we create these new homes in Missoula!
 

Bluebunch Flats Now Leasing in Livingston

Montana communities are stronger when everyone can afford to live in safe and healthy homes.
 
Despite the challenges presented by COVID-19, we are approaching the finish line at Bluebunch Flats,
the former Livingston Memorial Hospital.  We expect these 37 rental homes will be ready for leasing
and occupancy this August. The application process does take some time, so our property manager,
Tamarack Property Management Company, would like to begin the application process now.
 
These are homes that people with a gross income of about $30,000 or less per year can afford to rent.
There are a few homes that for people earning around $20,000 per year and some for people who are
earning around $25,000 per year. The income limits increase as the household size increases.
 
The homes are restricted to people/households whose income meets the qualifications.  Rents are set
by the funding program and are not based on actual income. There are no rental subsidies, but
Housing Choice/Section 8 Vouchers are gladly accepted.
 
If you or someone you know are interested in living at Bluebunch Flats, please contact Michelle Fiell at
Tamarack Property Management at 406.861.8283.
 
Please feel free to forward this to anyone you know who might be interested. Thank you!
 

Share Your Success Story

Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client
that you'd like to share? We want to hear from you!
 
Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home
ReSource in Missoula.

Special Thanks to our Generous Sponsors

Upcoming Events

June 23 to 25 - Financial Skill Building Class
June 27 - Homebuyer Education Class

 

July 3 - Independence Day (Office Closed)
July 14 to 16 - Homebuyer Education Class
July 21 to 23 - Financial Fitness Class 

 

August 8 - Homebuyer Education Class
August 22 - Financial Fitness Class

Our Mission

Homeword uses sustainable methods to strengthen Montana
communities by teaching homebuyer education and financial skill
building and creating safe, healthy homes people can afford.

1,244
Safe, healthy homes
Montanans can afford
 

15,500+
Montanans empowered
through our Regional
HomeOwnership Center
 

1,182
Program participants
empowered last year
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