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Executive Update
When I came home to Missoula from Cambodia this May, I held a bundle of
emotions that I’m still unpacking. First, gratitude for the opportunity to
participate in the Department of State Professional Fellows Program,
facilitated through the Mansfield Center on the University of Montana campus.
Empowerment after three weeks of solo travel in South East Asia.
Appreciation for the Khmer culture. Sadness for learning beyond the trivial
history I knew and better understanding the past and present struggles of the
people of Cambodia. Optimism after meeting wonderfully gracious people -

many young - who are passionate and driven to change society for the better while keeping true to their culture and
beliefs. Relief (to be getting off of a twenty-hour flight!) to know I am home in my space to sleep in my bed, where I
can open the tap for clean water and step outside to hear the birds sing their spring songs.

I had the chance to visit the capital, Phnom Penh, an urban community where women leaders are fighting for their
rights and their homes, which quite frankly are inconceivable living situations for most of us. Regardless, it was
powerfully evident how each person’s home matters to them. How sense of place, of connection and community, is
meaningful to us all. The ability to have a safe, healthy place to call home is a universal challenge. And one we can
do something about.

This spring, Homeword reached 1,028 homes built or preserved in 11 communities across the state that 1,600
Montanans can afford to live in. And we are developing or preserving 288 more homes, adding two additional
communities to our reach. Each one of those homes matters to our children, our elders and our Veterans returning
home. 14,000 people have bettered their circumstances through the education and encouragement our programs
provided them.  

Throughout this newsletter, please share in our joy in celebrating new homeowners, innovators, risk takers and
inventers. Together we’ve achieved successes and strive for more that create strong communities across Montana. 

NeighborWorks Partnership and Training
This May, Homeword’s educators Katie Sadowski and Julie Pavlish
participated in the NeighborWorks Montana Partner training in Helena. As a
partner in the NeighborWorks Montana network, this training allows us to
network with our statewide partners, and learn and share with them about best
practices, challenges and new ideas.

Both Katie and Julie presented during the training. Katie spoke about our Rent
Wise program and how we have adapted the content to fit the community

need here in Missoula. She also received the Inventive Award for having creative solutions to problems, being a
generator of new ideas and for challenging herself to think outside of the box.

Julie shared her vast knowledge about student loans with the partners, to expand their understanding on a very
prevalent challenge many future homebuyers are facing: student loan debt.

Homeword is proud to a part of such a supportive network of educators across the state that empower Montanans
to be informed consumers who make wise decisions for themselves and their families.

"Thank you so much! Katie's energy and excitement really clarified and excited me about "adulting". I have
developed a budget for my life and began establishing credit! I have never done these before! The people and the
information are free, but their time and clarity are worth more than a lot of things." - Anna Potter

Pictured at the partner training: Katie Sadowski, Don Kessler of Opportunity Bank Helena, Julie Pavlish.

First Montana Street Homes Sold - Just One Left
Congrats to Alice and Nicholas, the first homeowners of two of our six
Montana Street Homes!

Alice said, "I have been a renter for the last 7 years. I never thought I would
have homeownership again. Thanks to all for this opportunity."

Nicholas is the proud owner of the 450 square foot one bedroom home. He
said, "I grew up in Missoula. The idea of being in the city limits and building
equity was just a dream. I really appreciate this opportunity. Thank you all."

Only one of these 550 square foot 2 bed/2 bath homes is still available for
$120,000 (about $825 per month). Visit the Montana Street Homes webpage

for eligibility requirements, applications, site plans and more.

Pictured at Alice's closing: Ashley Grant (Homeword), Alice (homeowner), Kristy Edwards (First Security Bank).

Homeword Partnering on 202 Missoula Homes
Our community is stronger when everyone can afford to live in a safe and
healthy home.

Homeword and local partners BlueLine Development and the Missoula
Housing Authority are teaming up to create 202 homes across two locations that Missoulians can afford to live in.

We are combining our financing package in order to fund these homes that are very much needed in the
community. Homeword will create up to 72 beautiful, sustainable homes on the Cooley block in the Westside
neighborhood. They will be available to Missoulians living on 60% or less of the area's median income ($43,980 for
a family of four).

BlueLine Development and the Missoula Housing Authority will create 130 homes on approximately 4 acres
donated by Missoula County that are located just off of Mullan Road. 30 of those homes will be permanent
supportive housing that will be combined with support services for people who face many challenges in obtaining
and keeping homes. 100 of those homes will be rented to people also living on 60% of the area's median income
(about $30,840 per year).

Construction is anticipated to begin by Fall 2020 and take approximately 18 months to complete. 

We are thrilled to be working with these partners to further strengthen the Missoula community.
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Lenox Flats Office Space for Lease
1,179 square feet of prime Missoula downtown office space.

$23/sq ft/year ($2,260/mo) price negotiable - includes utilities.

Updated historic building located across from the courthouse. Near
City/County offices, St. Patrick Hospital, transit and restaurants. Features
exposed brick, low VOC paint, high efficiency heating/cooling.

Ready for move-in.

Contact Jennifer Betz at 532.4663 x.24 or jennifer@homeword.org.

Learn more

Share your Success Story
Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client that you'd
like to share? We want to hear from you!

Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home ReSource in
Missoula.

Invest in Montanans
Your gift will empower Montanans!

- $20 provides materials for financial fitness participants

- $50 helps people access free personalized homebuyer, financial or renter
counseling

- $250 helps create homes Montanans can afford

Empower Montanans with your gift of any amount. And if you want to spread your giving throughout the
year, monthly giving is an easy option that has a great impact in your community.

Does your company match your giving? Let them know you gave to Homeword and make your dollars go
farther!

You may also choose to name Homeword in your will to establish a legacy gift that will be invested into creating
sustainable communities long into the future.

  Thanks, Sponsors and Funders, for empowering Montanans!

 

Upcoming Events

June 11 - Board of Director's Meeting 
June 22 - Homebuyer Education Class
July 4 - Independence Day (Office Closed)
July 9 to 11 - Homebuyer Education Class
July 23 to 25 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
August 3 - Homebuyer Education Class
August 13 - Board of Director's Meeting 
August 17 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)

Our Mission
Homeword uses sustainable methods to provide safe, healthy homes people
can afford and strengthens community through housing counseling and
education for those most in need.

 


