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Celebrating 25 Years
Ah, the fall season. A time that allows us to slow down from the fervor of
summer activities. To reflect and rejuvenate. Our staff and Board have been
engaging in strategic planning, taking this time to reflect on our past 25 years
and envision our future.

This year we celebrated reaching over 1,000 homes across Montana
(1,102!). We’re also under construction in Livingston and Whitefish, the 12th
and 13th communities where we’ve built or preserved homes Montanans can

afford.

Our Regional HomeOwnership Center in Missoula celebrated empowering more than 15,000 people to better
their financial futures through knowledge and skills they’ve gained.

25 years ago, we were a staff of one and began a project through which women living on Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF) were empowered through education and counseling to purchase one of four townhomes
in Missoula as part of a lease to own program.

We’ve celebrated many successes since then, now with 12 employees, thanks to people like you who
recognize the strength in joining together to create a brighter future for all.

Today, our work is more critical than it has ever been. Communities across Montana need homes local families
and workers can afford to rent or buy. In addition to innovative projects, like the Montana Street Homes in Missoula,
and valuable education and skill building, we are working to affect policy at the local and state levels.

We envision a Montana where local workers and families can afford to live in safe, healthy homes and be
engaged in their communities. A Montana where people are empowered to make wise financial decisions that
benefit them long-term and set positive examples for their children. A Montana with strong communities made of
people who care for each other and whose homes and financial strength allow them to focus on bettering their
families and neighborhoods.

We’re excited to see how, together, we will further strengthen Montana communities so our elders, children
and friends returning from service will enjoy the comforts of home and good quality of life for decades to come.

Together we are creating sustainable communities for all. Thank you!

There's More Than Price to a Home Purchase
Buying a home is one of the largest and most important purchases
people make. In today’s competitive real estate market, understanding the
homebuying process and being prepared to know when to purchase is more
important than ever.

Since 1997, we have offered our Get Ready for HomeOwnership class to
guide people through the process.

With the median home price in Missoula now over $300,000, our class
participants learn that preparing to purchase their first home is about more than the price. It involves many
factors, including student loan and other debt management, credit score improvement, home loan terms and taking
the right steps in the right order.

Our monthly first-time homebuyer class features Julie Pavlish (pictured), our HUD-certified Homebuyer
Educator, as well as experts from the Missoula community. Our partners include Realtors, lenders, home
appraisers, title companies, home inspectors and insurance agents. Their shared expertise is regularly listed by
graduates as the most useful part of the training.

Class participants learn the steps they will take to purchase a home, empowering them to make decisions
and find a team to support them during the process. One August graduate said, “The instructors were
knowledgeable and took the time to answer questions and make sure we all understood every topic. I also learned
about resources available to help me get ready to buy a home.”

Due to the high volume of participants, we are excited to offer additional homebuyer classes, including one
extra in September and one extra in January. After class and optional individual counseling, graduates will be
prepared to take their next steps towards smart homeownership.

Learn more and register for Get Ready for HomeOwnership.

Montana Street Homes Neighborhood Party
Four proud homeowners of Montana Street Homes were invited to celebrate
with project partners and the Missoula Food Bank and Community Center
during a neighborhood party on August 21.

Over the past three years, the Missoula Food Bank and Homeword have
partnered with each other and many others to improve a vacant lot and
enhance the neighborhood.

They've also coordinated with Garden City Harvest on a garden plot for the
Missoula Food Bank as part the shared garden the homeowners will use and
enjoy.

The Missoula Food Bank volunteers were acknowledged during the
appreciation party and also had a chance to tour one of the available homes.

Just one of these 550 square foot 2 bed/2 bath homes is still for sale for
$120,000 (about $825 per month). Visit the Montana Street Homes webpage
for eligibility requirements, applications, site plans and more.

Alpenglow Apartments Ground Breaking
Montana communities are stronger when everyone can afford to live in safe
and healthy homes.

Homeword and the Whitefish Housing Authority celebrated the ground
breaking of Alpenglow Apartments on Tuesday, August 27. Alpenglow will
provide 38 homes that people can afford to rent.

Whitefish has a shortage of homes local workers and families can afford.
According to Mayor John Muhlfield, it's causing businesses to shorten their

days or hours open and run on skeleton crews. 

Bruce Brensdal, of Montana Housing, said," We know that our communities grow and improve when their
workers can afford to live and raise their families close to good-paying jobs. Families thrive. Our kids even do
better in school when they have a stable place to live. I can’t wait to drive by this very spot in a year or so and know
that families are sitting around dinner tables, laughing, sharing dreams, and make those dreams come true."

Alpenglow will infuse the local and regional economy with about $8.3 million and create approximately 112
jobs through the creation of these 38 beautiful, sustainable homes at 536 Edgewood Place in Whitefish.

We are thrilled to be working with our partners to further strengthen the Whitefish community.

The rental homes will be available to people living on 60% or less of the area's median income ($29,280 for one
person/$41,760 for a family of four). Residents are expected to be local families, workers, Veterans and
seniors.

Construction is expected to take roughly 16 months to complete. 

Please email info@homeword.org if you would like to be placed on the Alpenglow interest list.

Special Brew Benefits Missoula Home Coalition
Clearwater Credit Union and Imagine Nation Brewing Company teamed up to
create a limited edition hazy IPA, A Thirst for Home, to benefit the
Missoula Home Coalition. 100% of the proceeds will go to the coalition.

The Missoula Home Coalition is a group of organizations and individuals that
are working together to address challenges Missoulians face when looking for
safe and healthy homes they can afford. 

Organizational members of the coalition are:

Forward Montana
Habitat for Humanity of Missoula
Homeword
Human Resource Council
Missoula Housing Authority
Missoula Interfaith Collaborative
NeighborWorks Montana
North Missoula Community Development Corporation
Trust Montana

A Thirst for Home is available in limited quantities at these Missoula
retailers:

Good Food Store
Orange Street Food Farm
Pattee Creek Market
Worden's Market

You can also donate to the Missoula Home Coaltion here or by texting "4home" to 44321.

Share your Success Story
Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client that you'd
like to share? We want to hear from you!

Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home
ReSource in Missoula.

Invest in Montanans
Your gift will empower Montanans!

- $20 provides materials for financial fitness participants

- $50 helps people access free personalized homebuyer, financial or renter
counseling

- $250 helps create homes Montanans can afford

Empower Montanans with your gift of any amount. And if you want to spread your giving throughout the
year, monthly giving is an easy option that has a great impact in your community.

Does your company match your giving? Let them know you gave to Homeword and make your dollars go
farther!

You may also choose to name Homeword in your will to establish a legacy gift that will be invested into creating
sustainable communities long into the future.

  Thanks, Sponsors and Funders, for empowering Montanans!

 

Homes We're Currently Building in Montana

Alpenglow Apartments - 38 new homes Whitefish residents can afford
to rent
Bluebunch Flats - 37 new homes Livingston residents can afford to rent
Starner Gardens (pictured) - 136 new homes Billings seniors can
afford to rent

Upcoming Events

September 14 - Homebuyer Education Class
September 21 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
September 24 to 26 - Homebuyer Education Class

 

October 8 - Board of Director's Meeting 
October 12 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
October 15 to 17 - Homebuyer Education Class

 

November 2 - Homebuyer Education Class
November 23 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
November 28 & 29 - Thanksgiving Holiday (Office Closed)

Our Mission
Homeword uses sustainable methods to provide safe, healthy homes people
can afford and strengthens community through housing counseling and
education for those most in need.

 


