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Dear Friends,

Writing for our annual report is one of my favorite things because it 
recognizes what we have accomplished together. Despite real estate 
markets across the state remaining high-cost and out of reach for 
many Montanans, we continue to offer solutions that make a big 
difference in people’s lives. 

The education and counseling offered through our HomeOwnership 
Center empowers people to immediately put what they learn to use 
on their journeys to homeownership and solid financial futures. 

While buying a home has become more difficult, especially for first-
time homebuyers, our skilled educators are encouraging people to 
make strides toward their ultimate goals – often achieving things like 
paying off high-interest credit cards and creating savings accounts. 

This past year we continued to stabilize families so they do not 
lose their homes in the first place. If they are houseless, we create 
action plans and connect them to resources to find homes as soon as 
possible. This counseling model is geared toward increasing people’s 
stability and resiliency, and we were honored to train new financial 
coaches  in the NeighborWorks Montana network to use it.  

Despite the headwinds caused by rising costs, we  have 381 homes 
under construction right now due to the perseverance of our property 
development staff. As part of the Crowley Flats project, we worked 
with the City of Lewistown to expand their policy of using local tax 
increment financing. This benefited Crowley by providing critical gap 
funding, and it expanded Lewistown’s policies  for grants and loans 
for property improvements that further community goals such as 
reusing downtown buildings to provide diverse home types. 

We continue to share our experience and perspective to influence 
local, state and federal policy so that more resources are available 
to create homes Montanans can afford. As chair of the Montana 
Housing Coalition, I have never seen so much energy focused on the 
issues surrounding home affordability. And rightly so! These issues 
didn’t crop up overnight, and it will take all of us working together to 
find solutions that work in today’s environment.

Embarking on our own journey of becoming an anti-racist 
organization, we hosted anti-racist trainings for our staff and board 
and established a committee specifically to inform and expand our 
anti-racist approach and increase our allyship going forward. 

You’ll meet a special person, Charney Gonnerman, in this report. It’s 
been a privilege for me to get to know Charney and learn about her 
life’s work and all that she has done to build community wherever 
she resides. Charney’s story illustrates the importance of investing in 
our Montana communities and what comes about when Montanans 
can afford to live in safe, healthy homes.

Thank you for making all these things possible. With our dedicated 
staff and board, and volunteers and supporters like you, we’ll see our 
neighbors succeed. We’re in this together!

With gratitude,

 
Andrea Davis, Executive Director

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
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EDUCATION and COUNSELING

627281 152
Financial Skill Building Homebuyer Education Rent Wise 

Participant Demographics

Empowering more than 1,000 people annually, 
our regional HomeOwnership Center provides 
homebuyer education, financial skill building 
and one-on-one counseling across Montana. 

Increasing inflation, skyrocketing home prices 
and rising rents are making it hard for local 
families and workers to afford to live and thrive 
in our Montana communities. We empower 
people to make wise choices with their limited 
resources to achieve stability.

Last year, 44% of all our participants were 
living on incomes of $45,750 or less per year 
for one person or $65,300 or less per year for a 
household of four.* 

Even if they are able to make the 20% down 
payment, families living on the median income 
would have a shortfall of $56,000 in annual 
income to afford the median home price in 
Missoula County.* 

A person making minimum wage would have 
to work 2.1 full-time jobs to afford the average 
rent for a two-bedroom apartment.

We support Montanans navigating these 
challenges, providing them with tools to achieve 
their goals, which range from establishing 
emergency funds to securing a stable home. 

278
Families with
693 children

34
Seniors

29
Veterans

51
People with 
disabilities

$525,000*
Median Home Price

$153,000*
Income to Afford Mortgage

$71,000*
Median Homeowner Income

$1,020/month**
Median Two-Bedroom Rent

$40,080**
Income to Afford Rent

$32,386** 
Mean Renter Income

Homebuying and Renting in Missoula County

Class and Coaching Participants Empowered

All figures reflect July 2021-June 2022 data. *Missoula Organization of Realtors. **National Low Income Housing Coalition
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Home Is Where the Dog Is
Andrew Blyzka and Brenna Love’s homebuyer journey all started with Rocco. 

Andrew was living in the basement of a split-level home with his dog, Rocco, and 
two roommates above him when he started dating Brenna. 
Brenna moved in, but the couple soon decided they needed 
more space. As a German shepherd, Rocco was considered 
an aggressive breed, so finding a rental that would accept 
him took a lot of groundwork.

“After months of a morning routine consisting of checking 
Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace, property management 
company websites and Zillow,” said Andrew, “we finally 
came across a couple unique homes managed by Bonner 
Homes West LLC that just became available to rent.” 

These homes allowed dogs of any size and breed.

“We toured both houses and instantly knew that ‘House 
Number 4,’ as referred to by the property owners, was 
where we wanted to be,” he said.

The house had three bedrooms, one and a half bathrooms, 
a living room, dining area, kitchen, two porches, a shed, a 
fenced yard for Rocco and nothing but empty lots on either 
side. It was everything they wanted and more.

Thirty days after signing the lease, the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit. Suddenly, Andrew and Brenna were spending all their 
time at home. Fortunately, the size of their new rental 
gave them the space to transition to working from home 
comfortably.  

“Had we still been in the 900-square-foot basement at the 
beginning of 2020,” joked Andrew, “I’m not sure the rest of 
this story would have played out the same way.”

In mid-2021, a year and a half after signing the lease, renters of the Bonner mill 
homes received notices that the property management company intended to sell. 

The longer Andrew and Brenna mulled over the news, the more they began to see 

it as an opportunity rather than a stroke of bad luck. Brenna suggested to Andrew 
they take the homebuyer class at Homeword and try to make an offer on “House 
Number 4,” which they had grown to love.

“In class we learned about the steps to homeownership, 
common homebuying terminology, the importance placed 
on credit, true costs of purchasing a home, how to calculate 
affordability and so much more,” he said. 

From a realtor sharing industry expertise in the class, they 
also learned interest rates and inventory were at an all-time 
low, and competition and prices were approaching an all-
time high. Homes were purchased sight-unseen within an 
average of three days from their listing date, sometimes 
upwards of $40,000 over the asking price. 

Despite the sobering news, the couple knew they had a 
huge advantage because the property owners offered the 
chance to buy free of competition. All they had to do was be 
ready to offer the asking price when the owners were ready 
to sell the home.

As home prices steadily rose in the area and other renters 
across the highway from them packed up and moved, the 
couple started to sweat, but they knew from their class with 
Homeword how to prepare.

Brenna and Andrew took a long, hard look at their budget and 
finances and showed up to the meeting with a preapproval 
letter for an amount they felt they could afford. When they 
heard the asking price and it was within their budget, they 

breathed a sigh of relief.

“We have Rocco to thank for scoring us the best deal in 
Missoula County!” said Andrew. “We’ve owned our home for 

a few months now, and I can’t overstate the feeling of stability and security that 
imparts on us daily. A portion of the money we’re putting toward housing is now 
becoming equity rather than just disappearing in the form of another bill. And I 
can feel the difference every time we drive home, returning to our house.”

Andrew and Brenna enjoy celebratory 
glasses of champagne on the porch of 
their new home with their dog Rocco



CHARNEY’S STORY:
Filling Her Days With Light

Charney Gonnerman was one of the first residents to move into the brand-new 
Solstice apartments in 2012. It was one of the toughest points in her life.

“I had come to Missoula to help take care of my grandkids for my daughter who 
was in law school,” said Charney. “At the same time, I left an emotionally abusive 
relationship. He took everything from me. I had to leave my house, job, friends, 
community—everything. The only possessions I had were a few antiques from my 
mother and grandmother.”

Charney also walked away from a lifelong career in the nonprofit and public sectors. 
Leading up to her retirement, she’d served as executive director of Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters and of the Network Against Sexual and Domestic Abuse before that.

Spanning three decades, her work supported programs for seniors and survivors 

of domestic violence, refugees, college students and children. Her life revolved 
around empowering others, and she excelled at bringing people and programs 
together for the betterment of her community. 

Charney was forced to disconnect abruptly from that career and life she’d built, 
leaving her without a sense of purpose. 

“I was at a loss as to what to do,” she said. “I didn’t have any authority or 
responsibility. It was one of the things I lost, and it was so much my passion. I felt 
like I had no use.”

That was when Charney put in an application for a home in the Solstice building, a 
name that proved to be symbolic. 

Charney sits on the sofa in her rental home at Solstice
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A solstice is a time of year that marks a turning point as one season tips into the 
next. The summer solstice is the beginning of shorter days, and winter solstice 
signals a change to more sunlight every day.

When Charney moved into Solstice, she was able to fill her days with light. Her life 
had been upended, but the move put her back on her feet and gave her a sense of 
home and community again.

“Sometimes I cry because of the losses I’ve had,” said Charney, “but Homeword 
saved my life. I was meant to come here.”

Construction had just been completed on the building in October 2011, and a new 
community was beginning to take form. Charney’s move to Solstice, into a rental 
home she could afford, was a fresh start. 

With both of her children busy beginning their lives, families and demanding 
careers elsewhere, Charney focused her skills on creating community at Solstice. 
She quickly acquainted herself with her neighbors, learning faces, names and 
people’s stories—many as full of loss as her own.

Over the years, Charney and others at Solstice began to share their resources. 
They put books they had read in the community room for someone else to pick up 
and enjoy. It was not uncommon for one of them to knock on a neighbor’s door 
to ask if they could make use of extra food. Charney had a car, so she drove some 
of her neighbors, for whom it would be too far to walk, to the farmer’s market on 
Saturdays.

“That’s just what you do,” she said. “They’re not just neighbors; they’re my family.”

Today at Solstice, Charney describes her life and community as full of abundance. 

Her home is beautifully decorated—the product of shopping second-hand at 
Secret Seconds and garage sales. 

Charney is not only surrounded by beautiful things, but people also play as big a 
role as ever in her life. She hardly ever walks down the hall without stopping for a 
chat. Residents of Solstice, spearheaded by Charney, even started gathering for an 

annual Christmas dinner and gift exchange in the large community room. 

“It’s not about what you don’t have,” said Charney. “All my basic needs are met, 
and I have a wealth of people around me now. Sometimes I tell myself, ‘Charney, 
get off your couch and go talk to someone.’”

Charney also lives a life rich in experience through volunteering for the symphony 
and theatre, going to the public art museum and joining a local women’s hiking 
group. She attends City Club Missoula meetings and public lectures and takes 
courses through the University of Montana’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.

Carrying with her the fire that she had in her professional life before coming 
to Missoula, Charney has a drive to be connected. She spends a lot of her time 
giving back to the community through her work at the Missoula Food Bank and 
canvassing neighborhoods for local politicians.

“‘Where are you going now, Charney?’ people ask me,” she said.

With a safe, healthy home she can afford, Charney is able to lead an active life 
contributing to and strengthening the community within Solstice, Missoula and 
the state. She can bring light into her life every day.
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“ “ ...Homeword saved my life. 

I was meant to come here.

Charney’s dog, Lizzy, curled up in her bed



HOME DEVELOPMENT
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Completed 1,319 In Development 381 Pipeline 37 Adults (18-61) 48% Children 30% Seniors 22%

Over the past 28 years, we have created 1,319 
homes at 32 properties in 14 communities 
throughout Montana. We are developing three 
of those properties through important regional 
partnerships.

New construction is taking place on 202 homes 
in Missoula known as the Trinity Apartments and 
Navigation Center. Missoula Housing Authority 
and BlueLine Development are partnering with 
us on Trinity. We are also building 138 new 
apartments in Kalispell at Junegrass Place in 
partnership with GMD Development.  

Today, 2,159 Montanans live at our properties. 
This includes veterans and local workers as 
well as 642 children, 466 seniors and 341 
people living with disabilities. We are proud to 
create homes Montanans can afford to live in 
and look forward to welcoming another 500+ 
new residents when our current homes in 
development are finished.

We acknowledge that we live and work on 
the homelands of Indigenous people and 
offer our respect for their history, culture and 
community. For elders, both past and present, 
we offer respect for the path they have shown 
us in caring for Montana from generation to 
generation.

Homes Created Resident Demographics
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In addition to building homes from the ground up using conventional construction, 
Homeword also creates homes through historic preservation and adaptive reuse 
development projects. These unique builds involve repurposing existing structures 
for new use and breathing new life into historic buildings. One of the most recent 
is Crowley Flats in downtown Lewistown, Montana.  

The building has a long history. Prominently stamped into a broad band of stone 
on the front of the building is the name “Crowley Block.” Just above that, the 
parapet displays the date “1913,” and faded but carefully preserved lettering on 
the building’s side still reads “Sweitzer’s.” 

The railroad arrived in Lewistown in 1903, giving momentum to the area’s 
homestead boom and rapid rise in population. It also connected Lewistown to 
agricultural markets, making it a prosperous commercial hub for the region’s grain 
and livestock exports.  

With Lewistown’s growth and prosperity came the demand for manufactured 
goods and professional services. Recognizing the opportunity that property 
on Lewistown’s Main Street represented, the Crowley Block’s original owner 
commissioned a multi-story, multi-tenant building. Completed in 1913, the 
building featured a department store, Sweitzer’s, on the main level and offices on 
the upper two floors.

Over the next 100 years, the building saw owners and residents come and go 
and served many purposes. For the past several decades, however, the property 
remained vacant until One Health and Homeword purchased it.

Today, Homeword is refurbishing this culturally significant building in Lewistown’s 
Historic District and creating a new mixed-use space including 16 new homes. The 
upper two floors will become studios, one-bedroom and two-bedroom apartments 
that  people earning $8.75 an hour, Montana’s minimum wage, to $18 an hour can 
afford to rent.

With rents ranging from approximately $400 to $975, these homes will 
accommodate a wide range of people living in Lewistown. Residents will include 
seniors on fixed incomes and a variety of local workers. 

Rents will be set for 40%, 50% and 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI) for Fergus 
County. This means residents will have to earn less than approximately $16.03 per 
hour ($36,360/year) or less for one person or $47,640 or less for a household of 
four to qualify for the homes, depending on the size of the household. Income 
limits depend on the size of the household and are adjusted annually by HUD. 

The first floor of the Crowley building is now the new location of One Health, 

Crowley Flats: Lewistown, Montana

View of the corner of 4th Ave. S. and Main Street showing Sweitzer’s 
Department Store. Photo credit: Lewistown Public Library

Construction of the Crowley Block on the right and the Warr-Lane building on 
the left. Photo credit: Lewistown Public Library



9

(Right) Exterior of Crowley Flats today

a community-based outpatient health care center offering primary care, 
behavioral health, obstetrics, dental and a pharmacy. One Health collaborated 
with Homeword, recognizing the critical link between healthcare and safe, 
healthy homes people can afford. Crowley Flats rental homes are also close to 
other services, jobs and community activity in Lewistown’s downtown area.

As home development and energy costs continue to rise, mixed-use properties 
like Crowley Flats reduce costs and energy consumption associated with 
construction as well as the ongoing costs of operations. 

The homes make use of original natural wood trim and wood floors. They also 
offer lots of natural light from large windows on the exterior walls and interior 
windows sharing light from the skylights in the atrium. 

Historic buildings built before modern heating and cooling systems capitalized on 
natural sources of lighting, heating and ventilation. Crowley Flats, for example, 
benefits from architects more than 100 years ago who used skylights and 
atriums to bring natural light from the third to the first floor and to areas with no 
exterior windows. Coupled with new building standards and technology, historic 
rehabilitation properties can be some of the most comfortable and affordable 
places to live.

“Crowley Flats demonstrates our holistic development approach,” said Andrea 
Davis, Homeword’s executive director.  “We’re bringing people together and 
catalyzing economic opportunities for the community. At the same time, we 
we’re using resources wisely through environmental stewardship and the reuse 
of an existing building that has historic significance.”

Crowley is the fifth historic property Homeword has repurposed into affordable 
homes for Montanans. The others include Acme in Billings, Lenox Flats in Missoula, 
Ouellette Place in Lewistown and Bluebunch Flats in Livingston. Originally Acme 
was a hotel, Lenox Flats was offices, Ouellette Place was a nurses’ home and 
training facility adjacent to St. Joseph’s Hospital and Bluebunch Flats was the 
Livingston Memorial Hospital.

A sixth historic property, Baatz Block Apartments, will be complete in 2024 in 
Great Falls. In partnership with NeighborWorks Great Falls, this historic reuse will 
offer 25 permanent supportive homes for people experiencing homelessness. 

Leasing activities for Crowley Flats should begin in early 2023.
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OUR FINANCIALS
Annual Revenues  $1,481,515

Developer fees, asset fees, HomeOwnership Center services, 
and philanthropic gifts

Annual Operating Expenses  $1,090,395

HomeOwnership programs, property and asset management, 
home development, fundraising, communications and administrative 
support

Organizational Reinvestment                    $391,120

Invested in Homes Since 1994 $62,073,290 

Our fiscal year is July 1-June 30. We use accrual 
accounting , which means we record revenue 
when it is earned and expenses when they 
are incurred. Our financials do not include 
project development activities. All staff costs 
are expensed through Homeword’s financials. 

We define Organizational Reinvestment 
as the residual between revenue and 
expenses. Between our owned properties 
and investments in housing tax credit 
partnerships, we have invested $62 million in 
homes Montanans can afford.

Contact us for our most recent audit or visit 
homeword.org/about.

Economic Impact
We contribute to $4.8 million in annual resident savings 
overall, or an average $300 each month per home. Over 
the past 28 years, we’ve made an immense impact in jobs 
created, spent in Montana, wages paid and economic ripple:

Construction on Trinity Apartments, which created hundreds of jobs, local 
spending and small business support

2,400+
Jobs

$138M
Spent in Montana

$110M
Wages paid

$414M
Economic ripple



VOLUNTEERS and DONORS
Community support is a key component of our success in empowering Montanans. We extend our deepest gratitude to 
those who give their time, resources, finances and community connections to further our work around the state. 

Class Presenters
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Jesse Corbett, Payne West Insurance ∙ Matthew Doucette, New York Life/Eagle 
Strategies ∙ DeAnna Felix, Clearwater Credit Union ∙  Keith Fichtner, Edward Jones 
∙ Matt Gehr, First Security Bank ∙ Jacob Gonser, US Bank ∙ Greg Harper, GreenPath  
∙ Julie Heaton, UM Office for Student Success ∙ Melissa Huus, Exit Realty ∙ Andrea 
Janssen, UM Office for Student Success ∙ Holly Kingsford, Farmers Insurance ∙ 
Kristy Lake, First Security Bank ∙ Julie Lapham, Mann Mortgage ∙ Jeannine Lovell, 
First Interstate Bank ∙ Robert Montes, Link Financial Advisory ∙ Sarah Mulligan, M 
& Company ∙ Becky Pederson, Stockman Bank ∙ Kristin Pollard, US Bank ∙ Kendra 
Rebish, Sapphire Mountain Insurance ∙ Candace Reinholdt, First Security Bank ∙ 
Olivia Riutta, Montana Primary Care Association ∙ Matt Rosbarsky, Clark Fork Realty 
∙ Tom Russell, Berkshire Hathaway ∙ Miranda Schmid, Clearwater Credit Union 
∙ Ryan Sears, TrailWest Bank ∙ Mandy Snook, Montana Land Company ∙ Emmon 
Snyder, ES Ventures ∙ Maggie Springer, ink Realty Group ∙ Erin Steele, Flaherty 
Financial ∙ John Strong, Edward Jones ∙ Misti Svoboda, State Farm Insurance ∙ 
Bethany Taylor, Glacier Sotheby’s International Realty ∙ John Thompson, Shelter 
Works Home Inspections ∙ Brint Wahlberg, Windermere Real Estate ∙ Cindy Waltz, 
ink Realty Group ∙ Jeremy Williams, Bannack Real Estate ∙ Sara Zeier, Clearwater 
Credit Union

Businesses and Other Funding Partners
Clearwater Credit Union ∙ Comfort Systems USA Temp Right Service ∙ Complexly LLC ∙ Crowley Fleck PLLC ∙ First Interstate Bank 
∙ First Security Bank ∙ Glacier Bank ∙ Good Food Store ∙ ink Realty Group ∙ Intrinsik Architecture ∙ loci architecture ∙ Missoula 
Community Foundation ∙ MMW Architects ∙ Montana Shares ∙ NeighborWorks Montana ∙ NewFields Companies, LLC ∙ One 
Health ∙ PayneWest Insurance ∙ Peterson CPA Group ∙ Portico Real Estate ∙ Redstone Equity Partners ∙ Republic Services ∙ Sons 
of Norway ∙ TrailWest Bank ∙ United Way of Missoula County ∙ U.S. Bank

Homebuyer Educator Julie Pavlish and predecessor 
Brendan Moles greet each other after a Get Ready 
for HomeOwnership class. Participants benefit 
greatly from guest presenters in all our classes.
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Adrienne Maxwell ∙ Alexandra Scranton ∙ Alice Vanenberg Jones ∙ Allison Walsh ∙ Amanda Cravens ∙ Amy Cilimburg and Rick 
Craig ∙ Andrea Davis and Denison Von Maur ∙ Andrew Ware ∙ Andrew Weed ∙ Andrew Wilcox ∙ Andy and Melanie Puckett ∙ 
Ann Marie Bowlus ∙ Anne Hosler ∙ Barb Rigg ∙ Ben Bach ∙ Ben Weiss ∙ Beth Hayes ∙ Beth Schenk ∙ Betsy Wackernagel Bach ∙ Bill 
St. John ∙ Bob and Ellen Knight ∙ Bonnie and Thomas Joseph ∙ Bryan Flaherty ∙ Caroline Kurtz ∙ Casey Valencia ∙ Charles Davis ∙ 
Cheryl Thompson ∙ Christine Brick ∙ Christopher Muste and Karen Adams ∙ Cindy Waltz ∙ Clair Bopp ∙ Clem Work ∙ Colin Boyle 
∙ Collin Bangs ∙ Connie Matheson ∙ Corey Aldridge ∙ Daniel Kiely and Kay Grissom-Kiely ∙ Deanna Felix ∙ Deborah Frandsen ∙ 
Diane Haddon and Fred Allendorf ∙ Dick Barrett ∙ Donald MacArthur ∙ Duane Ferdinard ∙ Elli Matkin ∙ Emily Ferguson-Steger 
∙ Eric and Donna Mendelson ∙ Eric Hines ∙ Eric Schweitzer ∙ Erin and Brian Nostrant ∙ Erin Ojala ∙ Ethel MacDonald ∙ Gary and 
Carrie Drye ∙ Gary Stein and Nancy McCourt ∙ Gerald and Kathleen Parson ∙ Gillian Tomasini ∙ Grant and Becks Kier ∙ Gretchen 
Hooker ∙ Hannah McKinley ∙ Heather McMilin and Jenn Clary ∙ Heidi West ∙ Hummel Family ∙ Jane Pavek ∙ Janet Whaley and 
Phil Hamilton ∙ Jason Erickson ∙ Jeanne and Charley Rothenbuecher ∙ Jeannine Lovell ∙ Jennifer Betz and John Greer ∙ Jenny 
Tollefson and Winsor Lowe ∙ Jeremy Keene and Heather Harp ∙ Jesse Dodson ∙ Jessica and Clint Burson ∙ Jessica Vizzutti ∙ Jessica 
Weiler ∙ Jim Parker ∙ Joanna Yardley ∙ Joe Melvin ∙ Joellen Shannon ∙ John and Laurie Gibson ∙ John Brauer ∙ Julia Sears ∙ Julie 
Flynn and Kyle Strode ∙ Julie Maturen ∙ Julie Pavlish ∙ Julie Richter ∙ Julie Stiteler ∙ June Caudle ∙ Justin and Katie Metcalf ∙ Kali 
and Noah Becher ∙ Kari Workman ∙ Karissa Trujillo ∙ Kate Humphrey ∙ Kate Sutherland and Shayne Williams ∙ Kathleen Kuehn ∙ 
Kathy L Marshall ∙ KD Dickinson ∙ Kelsi and Ryan Staninger ∙ Kerry Ward-Lehman ∙ Lane Coddington ∙ Linda Raye ∙ Linda Tracy ∙ 
Linds Sander ∙ Lisa and Dann Swallow ∙ Lizzi Juda ∙ Lora Bonser ∙ Lorraine Carlson ∙ Lynn Stenerson ∙ Mackenzie Harkins ∙ Mandy 
Snook ∙ Marg and John Greer ∙ Marit Olson ∙ Martha Newell and Mike Kadas ∙ Mary Ellen Farrar ∙ Mary Lyn ∙ Matt and Robin 
Joseph ∙ Maureen and Mat Rude ∙ Meg Haenn and Tom France ∙ Megan Harbaugh ∙ Michael Painter ∙ Michelle Tribble ∙ Mike 
Halligan ∙ Mike Schechtman ∙ Mimi Carson ∙ Mo Gary ∙ Molly and Michael Davidson ∙ Morgan Hirschenberger ∙ Pat McCormick ∙ 
Patricia Hogan ∙ Pope Ashworth ∙ Regina Souza ∙ Ren Essene and Holmes Hummel ∙ Robin Saha and Beth Covitt ∙ Robin Tawney 
Nichols and William Nichols ∙ Rochelle Glasgow ∙ Ruth and Kim Reineking ∙ Sally Painter ∙ Sara Betters ∙ Sara Nelson ∙ Sarah Lane 
∙ Scott and Dara Samuels ∙ Shane and Rhiannon Coburn ∙ Shane Jacobs ∙ Sheila Getty ∙ Sheila Lund ∙ Sheila Rice ∙ Sonja Skovlin 
∙ Sonya Smith ∙ Stacey Eve ∙ Stacey Miller ∙ Stephen Ferguson ∙ Susan Hay Patrick ∙ Terry Egenhoff and Cathy Joy ∙ Thea Koehler 
∙ Tom Deveny ∙ Tyler Gernant ∙ Vickie Wilhite ∙ Will Sebern

Individual Donors

Foundations and Grantors
Cascade County ∙ City of Great Falls ∙ City of Lewistown TIF District Program ∙ City of Missoula Community Development ∙ First 
Interstate BancSystem ∙ Great Falls Development Authority ∙ Missoula County ∙ Montana Department of Commerce Montana 
Housing ∙ NeighborWorks Great Falls ∙ NeighborWorks Montana ∙ Otto Bremer Trust ∙ Snowy Mountain Development ∙ The 
Llewellyn Foundation ∙ The Steele-Reese Foundation ∙ Wells Fargo Foundation ∙ U.S. Bank Foundation ∙ U.S. Treasury



STAFF and BOARD

Leadership Team
Andrea Davis, Executive Director
Karissa Trujillo, Deputy Director
Matt Joseph, Finance Director
Heather McMilin 

Project Development Director

Andi Armstrong
Communications Manager

Jessica Burson, Fundraising Manager
Erin Ojala, Asset Manager
Julie Pavlish, Homebuyer Educator
Laurel Ramsdell, Office Manager
Katie Sadowski, Financial Educator
Julie Stiteler, Project Manager
Liz Stotts, Project Manager

Staff

Board of Directors
Beth Hayes, President 

Consumer Protection Project Attorney, 
Montana Legal Services Association

Meg Haenn, Vice President
Deputy Director, National Wildlife Federation

Jason Erickson, Treasurer
Commerical Loan Officer/Branch Manager, 
First Security Bank of Missoula

Jessica Vizzutti, Secretary
Founder/Creative Director, Cou Cou Studio

Alice Jones, Past President
Partner, Weinberg & Hromadka, PLLC 

Ben Bach, Member
Senior Account Manager, Submittable

Bruce Haroldson, Member
Retired, DCI Engineers

Gretchen Hooker, Member
Program Manager, Biomimicry Institute

Adrienne Maxwell, Member
Attorney, Crowley Fleck PLLP

Sara Nelson, Member
Indirect Lending Supervisor, Clearwater 
Credit Union

Maureen Rude, Member
Retired, NeighborWorks Montana

Ryan Sears, Member
Commercial Lending/Investments Banker, 
TrailWest Bank

Allison Walsh, Member
Marketing Director, Stoneridge Software
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Board and staff members gather in the green space between Solstice and Equinox (left to right): Jessica 
Vizzutti, Karissa Trujillo, Andrea Davis, Adrienne Maxwell, Jason Erickson and Ryan Sears
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WAYS YOU CAN GIVE
Your support today creates a brighter tomorrow. You can give Montanans tools to change their futures and safe places to call 
home that will strengthen their families and communities for years to come. 

homeword.org/donate

Give
Give at homeword.org/donate or mail to 1535 
Liberty Lane, Suite 116A, Missoula, MT 59808.

Share
Forward our enewsletter or invite friends and 
colleagues to participate in classes and other 
events. 

Follow us on social media and share our posts. 
Look for us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
YouTube by searching for homewordmt. We’re 
also now on LinkedIn!

Volunteer
Share your industry expertise in our classes, 
invite people to our annual fundraising benefit 
or help with other Homeword events. Email 
info@homeword.org.

Raise Money
Participate in online giving days, host an online 
fundraiser, obtain matching funds from your 
employer or request corporate sponsorships 
and foundation gifts to support our work.

Future Gifts
Contact Fundraising Manager Jessica Burson 
at jessica@homeword.org for information or 
to let us know you have already included us in 
your estate plans.



Homeword is a nonprofit organization using sustainable 
methods to strengthen communities by teaching 
homebuyer education and financial skill building and 
creating safe, healthy homes people can afford

1535 Liberty Lane, Ste 116A
Missoula, MT 59808
406-532-4663
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